Scene in the Forum                   193
was doubtless hoping that the day would not close without another lesson to ambitious demagogues and howling mobs In their eyes the one reform which Rome needed was another Sylla.
Caesar read his law from the tablet on which it was inscribed, and, still courteous to his antagonist, he turned to Bibulus and asked him if he had any fault to find Bibulus said sullenly that he wanted no revolutions, and that while he was consul there should be none. The people hissed, and he then added in a rage, " You shall not have your law this year though every man of you demand it" Caesar answered nothing, but Pompey and Crassus stood forward They weie not officials, but they were real forces. Pompey was the idol of every soldier in the State, and at Csesar's invitation he addressed the assembly. He spoke for his veteians He spoke for the poor citizens He said that he approved the law to the last letter of it.
" Will you then," asked Csssar, " support the law if it be illegally opposed ? " " Since," replied Pompey, " you consul, and you my fellow citizens, ask aid of me, a poor individual without office and without authority, who nevertheless has done some service to the State, I say that I will bear the shield, if others draw the sword " Applause rang out from a hundred thousand thioats. Crassus followed to the same purpose, and was received with the same wild delight. A few senators, who retained their senses, saw the uselessness of the opposition, and retired Bibulus was of duller and tougher metal As the vote was about to be taken, he and hia tribunes rushed to the rostra The tribunes pronounced their veto Bibulus said that he had consulted the sky, the gods f or-
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